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Abstract

In this analysis, we used zone travel cost method to estimate the recreation
value of the nature and cultural resources of Amami Oshima and analyzed its
implication for tourist policy. This is the first time to measure the tourist
resources of the island, in spite of several applications of travel cost method for
estimating the natural resources values of Kushiro—shitsugen and Yaku Island in
Japan.

The analysis was performed by using the questionnaire data collected in 2002
at the Amami airport, based on the results of a preliminary survey. After brief-
ing the characteristics and trend of the tourists in Amami Oshima, we reviewed
the theoretical background of the travel cost method and some literatures
reported in Australia. We found the recreation value of Amami Oshima was to
be nearly 10 billion yen per year, which is equivalent to the value of 250 billion
yen if capitalized by the discount rate of 4 9. Hence the article suggested that
the total economic effects including the private benefits counted on the basis of
regional accounts is about 40 billion yen per year without the external negative
effects of tourists.

Furthermore, comparing the independent variable used with that of some
Australian applications, the result shown that the effective variable used in the
case of Amami Oshima will also be applicable to the Australian case.
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