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Abstract

New Zealand is a country of immigrants, where a number of people from Europe, Polyne-
sia, Asia, etc, have settled in over the last two centuries. After a discriminatory immigration
policy was abolished in the 1970 ~1980s, there came a variety of immigrants with a substantial
number from Asian countries. This paper firstly analyses the changes in New Zealand’s immi-
gration policy since the 19" century. The policy had a considerable degree of bias favouring
European migrants, especially those from the United Kingdom, but it changed over time toward
an equal treatment of potential immigrants on the basis of personal merit rather than national or
ethnic origin. The policy change in 1987 has been followed by a rapid diversification of the
immigrants’ countries of origin and their concentration in the Auckland region.

Immigrants have always contributed to the diversification and the growth of the economy.
It has also been revealed that their positive fiscal impact is immense, being above the average
for New Zealand-born residents. Despite a wide range of positive economic impacts, however,
not a few recent immigrants, especially from the non-traditional source countries, find it diffi-
cult to get into the labour market. In this paper, a particular focus was placed on the issues
faced by businesses of the effective integration of recent migrants into the labour market. It is
concluded that, with the ratio of immigrant workers expected to increase, employers need to be
better informed of and understand the advantages of the contributions that immigrant workers
make to the economy, where a skill shortage has been a chronic problem and is expected to
persist for the foreseeable future as international competition for skilled workers intensifies.
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“Our immigration is based firmly on the principle that we are and intend to remain a
country of European development. It is inevitably discriminatory against Asians — in-
deed against all persons who are not wholly of European race and colour. Whereas we
have done much to encourage immigration from Europe, we do everything to discourage

it from Asia.” (Greif, 1995: 39)
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