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Thank you

Ladies and Gentlemen

It gives me great pleasure to visit Otemon Gakuin University today, on the occasion of the in-
auguration ceremony for the Australia Library. Thierary will incorporate the ‘Australia-Japan
Foundation Collection— the largest collection of books on Australia in Japan, which was donated
by the Australian Government's Australia-Japan Foundation.

The collection will be a wonderful resource for the Otemon Gakuin University’s Center of
Australian Studies, which is celebrating its 40 th anniversary this year. We expect the collection
will also be fully accessible to the wider academic community.

The collection includes more than 15,000 wergn Australia, including monographs in both
languages on indigenous issues, sociology, politicenee, welfare, education, literature, art and
history. It was assembled over almost 30 years Hwy Australia-Japan Foundation. The collection
charts Japanese perceptions of Australia over riogheduring which the relationship has evolved
from one focused on trade and economic linkagespne that has developed through intensified
people-to-people ties and more recently, stremutesecurity cooperation into a fully-fledged stra-
tegic partnership.

It is my sincere wish that the Australian book collection will be a catalyst to encourage stu-
dents and visitors to improve their understanding of Australia and will nurture the next generation
of leaders and decision makers of this region.

| am dso pleased to announce the ‘AustraliaglapFoundation Sir Neil Currie Australian
Studies Awards Program’ to this audience today. The Sir Neil Currie Australian Studies Award
Program is a scholarship program establishgdhe Australia-Japan Foundation in 2000. It com-
memorates the life of Sir Neil Currie, former Awalian Ambassador to Japan and former Chair-
man of the Foundation.

The program seeks to develop studies of Adstrim Japan through provision of financial sup-
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port to promising young Japanese scholars in three categeri®ost Graduate and Research Pro-
gram, Curriculum Development and Publications. | encourage many of the young scholars in the

audience here today to apply to take up this opportunity to deepen their knowledge about Australia.

Australia-Japan relations

I would like to talk to you today about Australia-Japan relations, particularly in the context of
the Asia-Pacific region.

Australia and Japan are robust democracies and the two most highly developed economies in
the region. We have mutual alliance relatiopshivith the United States and place a high value on
its continued strategic and economic engagenie the region. We have a high level of common
understanding on many issues that face the region and the world. We are major aid donors to the
countries of the region. And we share a fundataé commitment to a secure, stable and prosper-
ous Asia-Pacific.

In addition to our shared values, we have a proven record of achievement in working together
to improve regional and international security diverse areas including in East Timor, Afghani-
stan, and Iraq and on such issues as non-proliferation, the fight against terrorism, natural disasters
such as the 2004 tsunami and the threat of avian influenza.

A striking example of our cooperation occurret the al-Muthanna province of Iraq when the
Australian Defense force provided a secure emvinent for the Japan Self Defense Force engineers
to rebuild public infrastructure from April 2003une 2006. In many ways our cooperation in Iraq
was a threshold moment in the evolution of our strategic partnership.

The strengthening strategic relationship waghlighted by the signing of the landmark Joint
Declaration on Security Cooperation by Prime Ministers in March 2007. The joint declaration rec-
ognises the closeness of the bilateral relatigmsnid provides a framework for the continuing de-
velopment of the strategic partnership to eefl the shared values that | mentioned earlier.

We are pleased to have already realised one element of the Joint Declaration on Security Co-
operation in June when the Australian Minister feoreign Affairs and the Australian Minister for
Defence met with their Japanese counterparts fer fitst-ever Australia-Japan Joint Foreign and
Defence Ministerial Consultations the so-called -2 meetng. It is an important reminder of the
closeness of our relationship that Australia is tnly other country (outside of the United States)
that Japan engages in a2 meging.

Prime Ministers subsequently agreed to an Actan of practical cooperative activities to
implement the Joint Declaration, during a visit to Australia by then Prime Minister Abe in Septem-
ber. We are now working closely together to ente policy coordination on security issues in the

Asia-Pacific and beyond and expand practical coafen in areas including defence, law enforce-
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ment, counter-terrorism, counter-proliferatigmeace operations and the exchange of strategic as-
sessments and related information.
The Joint Declaration, and our work to implemtét through the Action Plan, recognises that
the future security and prosperity of Australiadadapan is linked to the fure of the Asia Pacific
region and beyond. We are committed to achieve the objective of an open and secure Asia Pacific

region.

Let me turn now to the trade and economic relationship.

The trade and economic relationship is fundatally important to both countries. Japan is
Australia’s largest export market and has been for the past forty years.

Australia plays an enormous role in “powering Japan”. Australia is Japan’s biggest energy
supplier and provides well over half Japan’s coal and iron ore needs as a basis for key industries
such as energy, autos and steel. Australia is also a significant supplier of LNG and uranium and the
country’s largest supplier of many other important minerals.

Australia is a major and reliable supplier of safe, high-quality agriculture and food products.
Diseases such as BSE have never occurred in Australia and supplies of food from Australia have
always been stable.

The sheer size and importance of the bilaterati¢ and economic relationship is the very rea-
son we should continue to be ambitious when we look towards our shared future.

The sixth of July 2007 was the 50 th anniversary of the signing of the Australia-Japan Com-
merce Agreement. This trade agreement led, only 10 years after it had been signed, to Japan be-
coming Australia’s largest export market in 196¥nd Australia became an important supplier of
energy, minerals and food for Japan.

The Australia-Japan Commerce Agreement showed the true benefits of looking forward. At
the time, Japan’s exporters of steel and manufactured goods could make investment decisions
knowing that they had a steady supply of raw materials.

Equally, Australian companies could invest huggens of money to establish and develop min-
ing projects knowing that Japan was a reliable long-term customer.

Australia and Japan continue to benefit fronede foundations to this very day, and will con-
tinue to do so, long into the future.

Concluding an FTA would mark another very significant milestone in our relationship. An
FTA would provide a road map for the next fifty years of our trading relationship, just as the land-
mark 1957 Australia Japan Commerce Agreement tae foundation of the extraordinary growth

in our relations and the prosperity weveaenjoyed over the past fifty years.
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People to people links

Of course, our significant trade relationshgnd our strengthening cooperation within the re-
gion and in the area of security has taken place in the context of a broad bilateral relationship. The
relationship is multi-layered ankas a substance to it that sustait beyond simple government to
government links.

The Australia-Japan relationship is undemed by extensive people to people links and
community-based exchange activiti@$he 2006 Year of Exchange, which was held to commemo-
rate the 30th anniversary of the signing of the Basic Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation in 1976,
highlighted the breadth of activities tak place between Australia and Japan.

One of the most pleasing aspects of the Year of Exchange was the range of activities that took
place at the local community level. Hundreds of events were held throughout the year in both
countries and ranged from performances of the Sydney Symphony Orchestra in Tokyo, to a Japa-
nese Matsuri— complete with Okonomi-yaki— in Melbourne. Many other events including an
Australian feature at the Sapporo Ice Festival, penfinces by a collaborative Australian and Japa-
nese jazz band and joint theatre productions were also held during the year.

| note that two lecturers from Otemon Gakuin University, Mr Morishima and Mr Minamide,
gave lectures in the Understanding Australia lecture series that took place during the Year of Ex-
change.

The range of events that took place is a testimony to the genuine warmth of friendship be-
tween the people of Australia and Japan.

Although the Year of Exchange has come to an end, | am pleased to tell you that the pace of
exchange activities has continued into 2007. Thetralian Ballet performed to packed houses and
considerable acclaim in Tokyo in July. An intetieg element is that the performances included
three Japanese dancers, who trained in Australifjained the Australian Ballet, dancing before a
home audience as part of an Australian touring company. And we are currently looking forward to
a major retrospective art exhibition from one of Australia’s most significant artistsEmily
Kngwarreye — that will take place in 2008. The Emily exhibition will be hosted by the National
Museum of Art, Osaka and the National Atentre, Tokyo, in 2008. | am very excited by the
prospect of the exhibition and | urge people to visit when it opens in Osaka on 26 February.

In the academic sphere, the strength of Japanese cultural studies in Australia was demonstrated
recently when the Japan Foundation announced the award of its prestigious Japan Foundation Prize,
for outstanding achievements in the field of imtational cultural exchange, to the distinguished
Australian scholar Emeritus Professor Royall Tylerofessor Tyler, formerly of the Australian Na-

tional University, was awarded the Prize for hisnskation of the 11th century Japanese classic The
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Tale of Genji. While originally an American, Piessor Tyler has spent many decades in Australia
teaching and researching. His new translation has been acclaimed for the quality of its prose and
poetry, and for its accuracy in conveying the suftle of human relations and social gradations of
Heian Japan.

It is pleasing to see so many activities taking place that showcase the warmth and the diversity
in the Australia-Japan relationship. Of courseraad calendar of exchange events is not something
that just happens automatically. Exchange eveotsiot take place without sustenance, for example
the sustenance provided by regular flows of people between Australia and Japan.

Of course undertaking study and pursuing a high-quality education is a leading reason for the
movement of people between Australia and Japan.

In 2006, there were 17,804 Japanese studentsustralia studying on a student visa and in
addition to students undertaking full-time edtion, an estimated 20,000 students undertake short
English courses on non-student visas and 43,000 cchildren visit Australia each year on group
trips. Australia was the again most popular desion for Japanese group school excursions during
the 2005-06 school year.

Allow me to emphasise, however, that the traffic is not all one-way.

For instance approximately 2,100 Australiamaal children visit Japan each year under sister
school exchange or other programs, with o0 school students spending more than three
months studying in Japan.

And | am pleased to say that Australia is one of the leading countries in the world in terms of
the number of students of the Japanese laggudn fact there are over 350,000 school students
studying Japanese in Australia.

| firmly believe that the foundation for the currentcedent state of relations between Austra-
lia and Japan has been established on the soaumtdfitions of the extensive people to people links

and exchange activitiehat | have described.

Asia-Pacific region

At this point, | would like to note that the Australia-Japan relationship has been strengthening
and developing into new areas at a time when Asia-Pacific region itself is also very much moving
forward.

We are fortunate to live in a dynamic and rapidly changing region and one with enormous po-
tential. The most significant socio-economic development of the 21st Century is that the centre of
gravity of the world’s middle class is shifting from Europe and North America to Asia. For the
first time in history we have a global middle class and that global middle class will increasingly be

made up predominantly of people from India and China and of course Japan. It is the Pacific Rim
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that will be the focus of world events this century and the economies of Asia are set to influence
the world economy in a way that last occurred more than five hundred years ago.

I mentioned China and India and it is of course the growth of those two countries which is
providing much of the impetus for our region’sroent dynamism. As | said earlier, Australia natu-
rally — like Japan— sees great potential in those two countries and is looking to make the most
of the opportunities that they offer.

| think it is appropriate that | diverge for a momentdiscuss what China means to Australia.
Australia and China share a lot of interests in the region through APEC, through the ASEAN Re-
gional Forum and nowadays through the East Asia Summit. As China’s economy grows, then natu-
rally as a country it will become increasingly significant in our region and the world of large. We
see it as important that China’s growiegonomic weight is accommodated in the region.

We look forward to China playing a very consttive contribution in the affairs of the region.

The constructive role that China has played throtigh six party process to resolve the North Ko-
rea nuclear issue provides a positive example.

Australia wants to engage with China to en@me its emergence as a responsible and con-
structive player on the world stage just as we welcome the increasing role tndia the world’'s
largest democracy- is playing in world affairs. While these developments are occurring naturally
| need hardly say that they do not in any way mean that our close relationship with Japan is being
diminished in any way at all.

Australia and Japan share an interest in seeing our region fulfil its potential and it is for that
reason that we are also working together in efforts to bring our region closer together. We are do-
ing that through the efforts we have been making to help our region tackle the kinds of issues |
mentioned earlier, but we are also doing that in efforts to shape the institutional architecture
that underpins the increasing integration of our region.

Regional architecture is particularly topical at the moment with the APEC Leaders Meeting
having taken place last month in Sydney.

Outcomes from the meeting, including the Sydney Declaration and the Leaders Statement, re-
affirmed APEC’s position as the premier regional grouping, and also highlighted the shared com-
mitment of all 21 APEC economies to meet the challenges of the future.

If I might digress for a moment, | would like to note that the Sydney Declaration represents a
historic commitment by member economies top@sd to the challenge posed by climate change.
The agreement on the need for an overall global goal for emissions reductions is a very significant
step towards a truly comprehensive climate change framework. It is also the first time that major
economies such as China, the United States ardRtssian Federation have agreed to specific
APEC wide aspirational goals.

Australia is committed to maintaining the streimgnd relevance of APEC which is important,
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not only because of its broad agenda, but also texai its broad membership that includes the
United States.

As | touched upon earlier, Australia and Japan place a high value on the continued strategic
and economic engagement of the United Stateshe region and, with Japan hosting APEC in
2010, it serves that interest that we both therefsogk to ensure APEC remains strong and contin-
ues to function well. We look forward to cooperafimith Japan to strengthen APEC’s position as
the pre-eminent forum in the Asia-Pacific region.

The third meeting of the East Asia Summit inn§apore in November will be another impor-
tant step in shaping that forum’s future dey@inent. The Cebu Declaration on East Asian Energy
Security agreed by Leaders at the Second East Asian Summit in January was an important step to-
wards ensuring affordable energy sources for development in our region. Participating countries to
the EAS are also continuing cooperative efforts ®velop deeper, more diversified and better-
integrated financial markets, and to strengthegional mechanisms to prevent and manage finan-
cial crises.

The inauguration of the EAS at the end of 2005 was a significant step in regional architecture,
bringing Australia, New Zealand and India together with the ASEAB countries. Australia, of
course looks forward to continuing to work closely with Japan, which was instrumental in realising
Australia’s involvement, and shares Australia'@wi concerning the importance of an open and in-

clusive East Asia Summit.

This brings me to one of the most significant developments, both for the Australia-Japan rela-
tionship and for our place in the region. That is the continuing development and strengthening of
trilateral strategic cooperation betweAnstralia, Japan and the United States.

Practical cooperation under the TSD is impleneghthrough a range of trilateral frameworks
across the spectrum of regional and internafidsaues. For example, Australia, Japan and the
United States effectively coordinated our peases to North Korea’'s nuclear test on 9 October
just over one year ago today. We have also dgwedl a trilateral framewd to advance coopera-
tion on counter-terrorism, and a separate working group to discuss Pacific issues, including the co-
ordination of important messages to Pacific countraesl strategies to strengthen our aid coordina-
tion to the region. We are pursuing practitdlateral cooperation in the area of defence.

The Trilateral Strategic Dialogue talks are an opportunity for our three countries to exchange
views on our shared interests in internationatigrity and strong cooperation across a broad range
of issues. I've been speaking about how our political and strategic partnership has been moving
forward and | think the Trilateral Strategic Dialogue is one of the most significant developments in

that respect.
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Ladies and Gentlemen, let me say in conclusioat tihe Australia-Japan relationship is very
much a dynamic one and one that is making a great contribution to our region’s security and pros-
perity. The past fifty years have been extraordigaproductive for the bilateral relationship. But
we also have a promising future.

The relationship between our two countries is one that is going from strength to strength, in
all its aspects— in our strategic cooperation, in the tradad economic relationship, through the
diverse and ongoing program of exchange activitée®s] our extensive people-to-people links.

As we work together to advance our strategartpership we have a very great potential to
positively influence our region towards one that is characterised by its openness, stability and pros-
perity. Not only will this serve the people of thiegion, it will also be to our mutual benefit.

Thank you

Note: The speech was delivered by Mr. Murray McLean, Australian Ambassador to Japan on 11 October
2007 for the occasion of memorial lecture at Otemon Gakuin University to commemorate the establishment
of Australia Library.
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