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Abstract

This article attempts to argue the relationship between the changing lifestyle values among
Jgpanese since the 1990s and Japanese lifestyle migration to Australia. In the economic reces-
sion in Japan in the 1990s, Japanese companies rationalised their business. The existing
Japaese-style employment systems such as lifetime employment and seniority system were
abolished, while companies introduced the new systems such as performance evaluation, pro-
motion system based on merit and ability, and hiring part-timers. The changes induced the
structural transformation inhe Japanese labour matk leading to a more flexibility in social
mobility. This paper considers how the struautransformationn the 1990s affected work
ethic and leisure values among Japanese, and how this shift in lifestyle values related to the
Jgpanese outbound migration to Australia at the individual levels. In order to study this point,
this paper firstly overviews the social transformation in the Japanese society tin the 1990s and
the changes of work and leisure values among Japanese by using secondary gquantitative data.
Secondary it examines the relationship between this new lifestyle value and migration decision
of Japanese migrants in Australia based on qualitative data of semi-structured in-depth inter-
views.
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