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Abstract

This study reflects on the roles of Japanese working holiday makers (WHMs) in the Japa-
nese community in Australia and provides some implications to help increase the understanding
of it. Since the 1970 s, various types of Japanese people have migrated to Australia and there-
fore the Japanese community has been growing and becoming more diverse. Taking this trend
into account, the researcher has conducted fieldwork in Australia and investigated the character-
istics of Japanese WHMs and the Japanese community in order to find out the outcomes of
such changes. The data collected through the fieldwork show that WHMs are playing three im-
portant roles in the Japanese community in Australia. First, they constitute a large pool of
cheap unskilled labor force for Japanese food industry. Employers can take advantage of them
to recruit low-paid workers and deal with fluctuations in labor demand. Secondly, they are one
of the measurable sources of settlers in Australia. It is likely that the working holiday program
provides a pathway through which Japanese residents become settlers in Australia. Thirdly,
they are playing significant parts in Japanese social circles which provide the participants with
opportunities to socialize with each other. It seems that WHMs are encouraging solidarity
among Japanese residents by vitalizing their group activities. These analyses lead to the conclu-
sion that Japanese WHMs are playing a significant role in the maintaining of the Japanese com-
munity in Australia contrary to the common belief that they have been peripheral and contrib-
uted little to it. Therefore, further research should be made in terms of the class structure of the
Japanese community, the process of migration in which Japanese migrants go through several
visa statuses, and the diverging bonds which unite Japanese residents so as to understand the
whole picture of the Japanese migration and community in Australia and other parts of the
world.
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