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% It was in the first half of January 2011, in the middle of proofreading this paper for The Ote-
mon Journal of Australian Studies vol. 36, that the news about the terrible heavy rain in Queens-
land was reported here in Japan. Especially, the flood in Toowoomba called ‘Tsunami on land’,
which caused the extensive damage, can be recorded as a most remarkable phenomenon in global
history rather than in human history. I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere
sympathy for all the Queenslanders and all the people concerned in the Universities in the State of
Queensland not only in Brisbane but also in Ipswich and Toowoomba, such as the University of
Queensland, the University of Southern Queensland and Griffith University, as well as my deepest
condolences for the dead and missing in the flood. And also, I hope that the whole State will re-
cover from the disaster as soon as possible, as a devoted student of the tourist industry of Queens-

land.



