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A study on the relationship between diversion and
social work among older offenders in Australia
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Abstract

Australian criminal policy has a number of punishments to offenders such as diversion,
volunteer activities and other special programs. No doubt, the current system is highly effective
on handicapped offenders. However, the author believes the current criminal policy has some
problems when the policy applies to the older offenders.

In Australia, older offenders with more than 60 years of age need some type of social ad-
aptation and they need some help to recover from mental and physical handicaps. Currently
Australian social work system provides necessary advice and support to probation officers in
local government offices for social adaptation of offenders. Today, this system is a vital part of
the education programs related to social work courses.

Keywords : Older offenders (elderly offenders), social treatment, diversion, social adapt, so-
cial work
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