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International forum of

Prospects of Australia Studies in the Asian Countries
hosted by The Center for Australian Studies of

Otemon Gakuin University

Hiroyuki Ariyoshi

Director, The Center for Australian Studies, Otemon Gakuin University

The CAS (Center for Australian Studies) held the International Forum of “Prospects of Australia
Studies in the Asian Countries” on 7th of September, 2013 by inviting Professor David Walker as
key-note speaker.

This is catalysed by the visit and the exchanges of view of Pro. Heejin Lee, the director of the
Centre for Australian Studies of Yonsei University of the Republic of Korea in the beginning of
2012 and the subsequent visit and the exchanges of views of Prof. Suphat Suphachalasai, the direc-

tor of Australian Studies Centre of Thammasat University of Tailand in the middle of 2012.

The CAS of Otemon Gakuin University was founded in 1967 and has continued its own research
activities of Australia since then.

As the international exchanges of the universities have been expanded, we came to think the neces-
sity and need of interaction and exchanges of views among the countries in Asia about Australia

studies.

In the inception of International forum, Prof. David Walker hinted the long-term inflow of Asian
migrants into Australia has been affected to the society of Australia and is necessary to investigate

further the history of the exchanges of Asia and Australia.

Prof. Heejin Lee of Yonsei University emphasized the need and necessity of joint research among

the universities for Australia Studies in Asian countries.

Prof. Suphat Suphachalasai of Thammasat University mentioned that it is grateful that due to the

expansion of economic relations between Thailand and Australia, the reseach activities on Australia
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studies is also on progress.

Prof. James Chin of Malaysia Branch Campus of Monash University mentioned that the exchanges
of higher education between Malaysia and Australia has been improved, however there is little un-

derstanding on Australia Studies in Malaysia.

Prof. Takayuki Nagano, Deputy President of Australian Studies Association of Japan stated in his
speech that the society is trying to promote the understanding of Australia from now on.
Prof. Ariyoshi, the Diector of the CAS of Otemon Gakuin University said that we try to use the

experiences and expertises of the CAS of last 46 years to promote the understanding of Australia.

This Forum is the first international forum in Asia to exchange the views on Australia studies and
generally speaking, this forum is well received by the participating countries and universities.
Prof.Suphat Suphachalasai hinted that Thailand welcomes the members of 2nd International forum

in 2014.
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