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Abstract

Western Australia has experienced three periods of extraordinary growth since Captain
James Stirling proclaimed the Swan River Colony in 1829. They are the gold rush era of the
1890s, the opening up of the Pilbara iron ore province in the 1960s, and the development of
off-shore oil and gas resources which gathered pace early in the new century. Hailed by
governments, they have all provided enormous opportunities and challenges, especially for the
state’s political leaders, the premiers.

Eleven premiers-10 men and one woman- have led the state since the frenetic activity of
the iron ore boom took hold, resulting in billions of dollars of foreign investment and
thousands of people flooding in to WA. The premiers had great glee announcing the multitude
of new developments, some in isolated and harsh parts of the state. Then they had the task of
overseeing the provision of government services in response to growing demands, with varying
success.

Reviewing the efforts of the 11 premiers to steer WA through the ups and downs of the
past 40 or so years has thrown up new insights into their ingenuity or, in some cases, lack of
it.

(quoted from the book of “Tales from boom town” authored by Peter Kennedy)
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[ Tales from Boom town] by Peter Kennedy published in 2014 by UWA publishing



o Z

M

FOEOWA — A N7 ) THIEM 2014 4F 12 ATER C&#D
David Brand 1959-71 ({55784

John Tonkin 1971-74 (557/8)5%)

Charles Court 1974-82 (H#5FH4)

Ray O’Connor 1982-83 (fR5F#A

Brian Burke 1983-88 (3718%%)

Peter Dowding 1988-90 (%7 18%%)

Carmen Laurence 1990-93 (57 f8)5¢)
Richard Court 1993-2001 (ff5F5#4)
Geoff Gallop 2001-06 (57 ffj5e)

Alan Carpenter 2006-08 (5718)5%)

Colin Barnett 2008 — B/ T (fR5FEE)



